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Unit the last  Electricity

Questions for small group discussion:

1. How would you describe static electricity? 

2. What examples of static electricity are you familiar with? 

3. What do you think is the difference between static 
electricity and current electricity? 

4. What is lightning?
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1. How would you describe static electricity?

2. Examples?
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3. Difference between static and current electricity?
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4. What is lightning?
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Static Electricity:  A (Really) Brief History ‐ with a little language lesson!

~ 600 BC Early Greeks  ‐  'ελεκτρον

16th Century ‐ William Gilbert
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By Benjamin Franklin's time (late 18th century) experiments showed

1.

2.

3.
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Two types of charge:
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Law of Conservation of Charge

The total charge within a group of objects remains the same no matter what 
happens between the objects (as long as no charge gets in or out).

This means that charge moves between objects, but we don't create or destroy 
total charge (we can't make a positive charge without an equal negative one).
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Three possible ways for charge to transfer:

1)

2)

3)
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Conductors and Insulators
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Methods of Charging

Charging by Friction ‐ 

Charging by Conduction ‐
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